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Nothing can be taught but everything can be learnt 

Education is a self-discovery process which transforms the way an individual think and act forever. I engage students 
in discussion to change their thinking and articulation rather than merely broadcast course contents to memorize and 
recall in examination. I energize their curiosity and critical thinking through active dialogues. I encourage them to raise 
doubts and seek clarifications without feeling embarrassed. I let them take contradictory positions confidently and ask 
them to defend their viewpoint with arguments and supporting evidences. I tell my students that my purpose is to 
make myself redundant by the end of the course, so they no longer need me to think through a situation or solution. 

I strongly believe that students learn by doing rather than listening. I consciously ensure that students are actively 
contributing in classroom discussions rather than passively listening to long monologues. I make them write and talk 
in the class and give continuous feedback on flaws or incompleteness in their approach by creating scenarios where 
their thinking will contradict or reach a dead end. I get into monologue only when they crave to learn more. I explain 
in a way that makes them feel that I have only assisted them to discover knowledge by systematically tearing down the 
relevant concept into bits and pieces at the lowest level of granularity. It is important that they are doing exercises, 
making notes to present their view and raising hands in the class to seek attention instead of sitting with folded hands. 

Students do not learn in a void. I always start my class discussing a deliberately chosen issue and invite students to 
share their personal experiences in the context. I believe any course material which students cannot relate in their 
personal life will be ineffective. I make students work in groups with complementary skills on real life projects. It 
should occur to student to use right tool and right framework to approach a problem. I stress on knowledge-based 
approach in contrast to intelligence-based approach to solve a problem. I am of the firm belief that students will learn 
actively if they know where and how to apply their learnings than merely acquiring knowledge of the course content. 

Students have short attention spans and do not like listening to boring lectures. I seek their attention through 
participatory, comfortable and reflective learning environment. I remain accessible to students as equal through office 
hours, WhatsApp or email and not as a teacher on ivory tower. I let them know that I am available when they need 
me both as an advisor and as a mentor. I conduct class passionately exhibiting enthusiasm and use humor to break 
the ice. I break down my class into a couple of short capsules of concepts and their applications. After solving a 
particular level of complexity, I ask students to attempt solving next complexity intuitively before discussing approach 
to the solution. Often, I pause my class for few minutes to let students reflect on what they have just learnt. I seek 
volunteers in the class to summarize the learnings and ensure that every student summarizes at least one concept. 

Students are technologically savvy. I use a virtual bulletin board app Padlet in the class. Students can jot down their 
observations, comments, doubts and other relevant references in form of sketches, images, memes, videos, links etc. 
which become material for future revision. I call our students a Google Now generation. I encourage them to verify 
what I say and not accept it blindly. I make my class a joint exploration to understand concepts instead of preaching 
them. It helps in collaborating and reflecting in real time. It is particularly important now to revise course content with 
rapidly changing business fundamentals and fast approaching exciting future. I end every class with a teaser for 
upcoming class and revise concepts of previous class at the beginning of the class. While I teach without PowerPoint, 
I provide PowerPoint presentations only as a future reference for students to revise their learnings. 

Learning is an iterative and rigorous process. Historically almost all manmade disasters worldwide have been result of 
a simple task done callously by someone in the network of activities. It is important for students to be sensitized to 
the fact that whatever they are doing has cascading effect in the network. I want them to understand that learning is 
not a linear process but an iterative process which requires practice to gain mastery. I give honest feedback on their 
submissions and allow students to resubmit their assignment till they plateau in their output. Students follow a three-
step process while doing assignments i.e. Propose what they want to do, Do what they proposed to do, and Ascertain 
did they do what they proposed to do. This makes students submission fool proof devoid of silly mistakes. 

At every stage I keep students updated on what has been covered and what is left to be covered. Mostly importantly 
answers to what and why are we covering certain topics? How well have they performed? What they know now which 
they didn’t know earlier? are reiterated again and again to keep every student onboard. I leave it to the student to learn 
in whatever way suits them as long as the end objectives of the course are met. I celebrate every milestone achieved 
by the class with explicit mention of their accomplishments which energizes them to acquire next level of skills. 


